
Storm Prediction Center — Thunderstorm Outlook 

No Label (Light Green):  
No severe thunderstorms  
expected.

Marginal (Dark Green):  
Isolated severe thunderstorms 
possible.

Slight (Light Yellow):  
Scattered short-lived severe  
thunderstorms expected.

Enhanced (Gold):  
Numerous long-lived severe 
thunderstorms expected.

Moderate (Red):  
Widespread, long-lived, and 
intense severe thunderstorms 
expected.

High (Purple):  
Widespread and particularly 
long-lived and intense severe 
thunderstorms expected. 

A forecast graphic showing the risk of any type of thunderstorm  
development (as a percentage) during a 4-hour period. Thunderstorm 
Outlooks are only available for the current day.

A forecast graphic showing the risk of severe weather for a 24-hour  
period. Available eight days into the future. It is important to understand 
the details of the forecast when the risk in your area is slight or higher.

www.LakeErieWX.com

THUNDERSTORM Forecasting

Storm Prediction Center — Convective Outlook 

Convective Outlook Risk Categories

Forecasting Thunderstorms
• Severe thunderstorms very rarely occur without warning.

• Forecasting the exact time and place a thunderstorm will erupt is challenging,  
but the areas where severe weather will develop are typically identified several 
hours in advance.

• The NWS publishes several resources to help keep you safe on the water.
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NWS Hazardous Weather Outlook

Available seven days into the future. In addition to showing the  
location of the frontal boundaries, the short-term surface forecasts  
from the WPC show weather type using color shading. For example,  
a chance of thunderstorms is expected in those areas outlined in red  
and highlighted with red diagonal hatching. Thunderstorms are likely  
or there is a chance of severe thunderstorms in those areas with solid 
dark red shading, such as those in southeastern Pennsylvania.

Weather Prediction Center — Surface Forecast

THUNDERSTORM Forecasting

A text product from your local NWS office that describes the potential  
for severe weather in the forecast area. HWOs are written using  
non-technical terminology and offer a detailed description of where, 
when, and what type of severe weather is expected. A great resource.

www.LakeErieWX.com

Hazardous Weather Outlook
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THIS HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK IS FOR North Central Illinois...
Northeast Illinois AND Northwest Indiana.

.DAY ONE...This Afternoon and Tonight.
 
WEATHER HAZARDS EXPECTED:
Significant Thunderstorm Risk...with an associated:
      Elevated Hail Risk...up to half dollar size.
      Elevated Thunderstorm Wind Damage Risk...up to 65 MPH.
      Limited Tornado Risk.

DISCUSSION:
Isolated to scattered thunderstorms will likely develop again by  
mid-afternoon, and some of these storms may become severe with primarily  
a damaging wind and hail threat. A cold front which has sagged across 
southern Lake Michigan and northeast Illinois will begin to lift back 
north as a warm front by this evening, and storms which become severe 
near this front may present an isolated tornado threat late this  
afternoon and evening. Any storms may produce locally heavy rainfall 
through tonight, which could lead to ponding of water on roads and  


